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Subj ect : Docket nunber FaAa-99-6717: 207 M nute Range
Operations with Two- Engine Aircraft (ETOPS)

Gent | enen:

Pursuant to the notice in the Federal Register re:
Docket FAA-99-6717, the AIA appreciates the opportunity to
comment in support of the FAA decision to permt B-777
ai rpl ane ETOPS aut horization on North Pacific routings. This
aut horization will provide additional flexibility in the
di spatch of ETOPS flights and be of operational and safety
benefit to air carriers.

We concur with the FAA's statenent that the B-777 is
the only airplane that was designed fromthe start for ETOPS
operation on its first day of service. This required Boeing
to address all possible failure nodes of past airplanes and
engi nes and denonstrate that the B-777 was designed to
preclude those failures. This extensive safety analysis has
produced an airplane that exceeds the dispatch reliability
of any previous airplane.

We concur with the FAA belief that the operationa
history of the airplane has proven the validity of this
approach and the uni queness of the B-777 for consideration
of 207-minute ETOPS operations. Should other airplanes be
presented for approval to operate to 207 mnutes, the FAA
woul d assess their design and operational experience in the
same way as it has for the B-777.

W fully support the FAA deci sion.

<
ph Dauksys
Director En eering & Certification

Aerospace Industries Association of America, Inc.
1250 Eye Street, N.W., Washington, D.C. 20005-3924 (202)371-8400
Internet Address dia@aia-aerospace.org



